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LETTER  TO  LORD  ALTHQRP, 

SfC.  $c.  $‘c. 


My  Lord, 

You  are  at  all  times  so  willing  to  receive 
communications  on  subjects  affecting  the  general 
interests  of  the  public,  that  I need  offer  no  apology 
for  thus  publicly  addressing  you. 

It  is  obvious  that  nothing  prevents  revolution  so 
much  as  timely  reform,  and  a proper  adaptation  of 
the  laws  to  the  altered  state  of  circumstances.  I 
hope  that  thisimportant  truth  will  not  be  lost  sight 
of  by  the  Agricultural  Interest,  the  Church,  and 
those  interested  parties  who  cry  out  so  much  for 
a continuation  of  the  Canada  Timber  Monopoly. 
The  Ministry,  last  session  of  Parliament,  were 
i—  enabled  to  adjust  the  East  India,  the  Slave,  and 
the  Bank  questions,  all  mighty  in  themselves;  let 
me  hope  that  they  will  this  session  be  able  to 
grapple  successfully  with  some  others  equally  im- 
portant,— I mean  those  of  the  Corn  Laws,  the 
Church,  (whose  well-being  and  purity  are  so  much 
at  stake,)  and  the  Timber  questions,  to  which  may 
be  added,  a Poor  Rate  for  Ireland;— let  them  ac- 
complish these  important  objects,  and  they  will 
command  the  gratitude  of  the  people. 

As  to  the  Corn  Laws,  it  is  a matter  of  indif- 
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ference  what  the  price  of  the  article  may  be,  pro- 
vided sufficient  means  are  afforded  to  those  who 
purchase,  and  who  require  to  eat.  To  me,  it  ap- 
pears desirable,  as  otherwise,  that  the  price  should 
be  high,  provided  the  highness  of  price  is  not  pro- 
duced by  a short  crop,  or,  artificially,  by  a change 
in  the  currency,  but  from  the  ability  of  purchasing 
and  consumption ; and  it  certainly  is  desirable 
that  such  means  be  afforded. 

Taking  the  present  average  price  of  wheat,  as  pub- 
lished, say  that  of  the  last  week  ending  7th  Feb.  1834, 
48s.  11  d.  and  for  the  previous  six  weeks,  49s.  which 
governs  duty,  (the  real  average,  I make  no  doubt, 
is  lower,  it  being  natural  and  customary  for  a seller, 
whether  it  be  corn,  horse-flesh,  or  goods,  to  boast 
of  a h gh  price,  and  to  conceal  a low  one,)  which 
average  price  is  as  low  as  wheat  was  for  thirty 
years  before  1793,  the  average  price  of  those  thirty 
years  being  49s.  per  quarter;  how  can  it  be  ex- 
pected, then,  that  the  prices  of  corn  in  this  country 
would  be  under,  if  so  low,  as  the  prices  of  that 
time,  even  were  the  ports  to  be  opened,  if  proper 
care  were  taken  to  prevent  a glut  occurring  at  the 
time  of  the  alteration  of  the  present  law,  if  it  were 
possible,  in  the  present  state  of  Europe,  for  a glut 
to  occur?  Corn  must  be  higher  here  before  im- 
portation can  take  place : then  there  is  the  profit  of 
the  holder,  the  great  rise  in  price  consequent  on  a 
demand,  the  heavy  freights,  and  other  charges, 
which  must  all  be  added,  in  the  transmission  of  so 
bulky  a commodity  as  grain  is,  as  compared  with 
its  value?  Nor  let  it  be  overlooked,  that  the  total 
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amount  of  wheat  and  flour,  entered  for  home  con- 
sumption, in  the  united  kingdom,  for  four  years, 
viz.  1815,  (the  year  of  the  peace,)  1816,  1817,  and 
1818,  inclusive,  was  only  2,840,000  quarters,  or 
710,000  quarters  for  each  ef  these  four  years;  and 
that  for  six  years  thereafter,  viz.  1819,  1820,  1821, 
1822,  1823,  and  1824,  inclusive,  the  ivhole  quantity 
entered  was  only  184,000  quarters  of  wheat  and 
flour,  or  about  30,000  quarters  for  each  of  these  six 
years ! and  be  it  recollected  how  low  wheat  was 
during  these  years,  particularly  1822,  when  it  was 
from  38$.  to  42$  a quarter!  and  that  it  was  not  till 
1824  and  1825,  that  the  average  price  got  above 
60$.,  which  apparent  rise  was  occasioned  princi- 
pally by  the  out-pouring  of  the  paper  money,  (I  had 
almost  said  “ rags,”)  during  the  “ prosperity 

With  the  ports  at  all  times  open,  and  such  a mo-' 
derate  fixed  duty,  which  no  class  of  the  community 
would  or  could  object  to,  I am  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  the  price  of  corn  would  be  little  lower,  if  any 
thing,  in  the  average,  in  price,  than  what  it  has 
been  for  some  time  back,  and  what  it  will  be,  even 
if  no  alteration  is  made  in  the  laiv)  and  that  it 
would  be  from  additional  means,  extended  and 
arising  to  thousands  of  consumers,  from  the  bene- 
ficial impetus  given,  that  would  enable  them  to  eat 
the  average  quantity  at  present  consumed,  with  the 
addition  of  an  extra  quantity,  which  they  would  be 
enabled  to  pay  for  consequent  on  the  alteration  of 
the  law,  and  a moderate  but  steady  importation. 

It  is  almost  superfluous  to  mention  to  your  Lord- 
ship  here,  that  it  was  not  till  the  year  1793,  that 
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bank-notes  of  five  pounds  made  their  appearance  ; 
and  that  for  the  thirty  years  previous  to  1792,  when 
wheat  was,  from  the  most  correct  tables  yet  pub- 
lished, 49$.  per  quarter,  on  the  average,  there  were 
no  bank  notes  in  England  under  the  denomination 
of  ten  pounds ; prices  should  be,  therefore,  higher, 
on  the  average,  now,  with  an  abundance  of  fives, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  bank  legal-tender  clause.  I 
much  fear  that  we  are  doomed  to  suffer  from,  or,  at 
all  events,  to  feel  the  effect  of  this  clause;  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  it  is  an  ugly  customer,  and  would 
have  been  better  any  where  than  where  it  is. 

I trust  that  the  Ministry  and  both  houses  of  Par- 
liament, during  this  session,  will  be  enabled  to  ad- 
just this  important  question,  I mean  that  of  the 
Corn  Laws,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties.  It 
appears  to  me,  that  measures  something  like  the 
following,  if  adopted,  would  prove  generally  bene- 
ficial. I therefore  propose, — 

1st,  That  a part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  As- 
sessed Taxes  be  repealed.  It  is  desirable,  that  the 
taxes  on  carriages  of  all  descriptions  should  be  dis- 
pensed with,  in  justice  to  those  whose  estates  are 
situated  in  the  interior,  who  caunot  proceed  in 
steam-boats;  and  to  enable  the  workingman,  his 
wife  and  children,  occasionally,  to  take  a ride  in  an 
omnibus,  or  other  carriage,  at  a cheap  rate.  This 
is  the  case  in  most  of  the  towns  on  the  Continent 
of  Europe  ; and  nothing  tends  so  much  to  keep  up 
a good  feeling  betwixt  the  rich  and  poor.  “ John 
Gilpin”  is  good  authority  for  the  pleasurable  sensa- 
tions which  arise  to  a family  by  a ride  in  a coach. 
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2nd,  That  the  Malt  Duty  be  reduced  one-half \ 
in  the  first  instance,  namely,  to  ten  shillings  a quar- 
ter, in  conformity  with  the  vote  of  last  session  ; and 
that  such  duty  be  still  farther  reduced,  by  one  shil- 
ling each  year,  till  it  is  Jive  shillings  a quarter, 
ivhen  it  may  he  totally  repealed , or  the  duty  may 
be  continued  at  that  rate,  to  be  paid  by  the  public 
maltster  and  brewer,  allowing  all  classes  of  the 
community  to  malt  free  of  duty,  for  their  own  pri- 
vate use. 

An  English  farmer,  of  much  respectability, 
sound  judgment,  and  not  yet,  by  any  means,  a 
very  old  man,  has  informed  me,  that  he  remembers 
when  this  was  the  case,  a malt  duty  being  then  in 
existence  : but  even  if  such  were  not  the  fact,  there 
is  the  precedent  in  the  late  beer  duty,  (now  re- 
pealed.) It  would  be  for  Parliament,  at  the  end 
of  the  five  years,  to  decide  as  to  a total  repeal,  or 
a continuation  of  a five  shillings  a quarter  duty, 
and  which  the  legislature  would  be  guided  in  by 
the  amount  received,  and  the  operation  of  the  duty 
at  that  rate. 

3rd,  In  consideration  of  these  concessions  to  the 
agricultural  interest  and  the  community; — that  the 
present  Corn  Law  be  abolished,  and  that  a duty  of 
ten  shillings  per  quarter,  with  the  ports  at  all  times 
open,  be  substituted;  the  duties  upon  other  descrip- 
tions of  grain  to  be  in  proportion,  and  that  the  duty 
of  ten  shillings  be  reduced  aunually  one  shilling, 
till  it  comes  to  Jive  shillings,  when  it  might  be 
permanent. 

4th,  That  the  duty  on  Wheat  from  Canada, 


which,  at  present,  is  Jive  shillings,  be  reduced  six- 
pence per  quarter,  annually,  till  it  is  two-and-six - 
pence , and  then  to  be  permanent. 

5th,  That  a bounty  on  the  exportation  of  Wheat, 

and  the  other  kinds  of  grain  of  the  same  amount 

© 

per  quarter,  as  the  duty  on  importation,  be  at  all 
times  payable  to  the  exporter. 

6th,  That  when  the  average  price  of  Wheat,  in 
this  country,  is  sixty-two  shillings,  the  duty  on  im- 
portation be  four  shillings  a quarter;  if  64s.  three 
shillings;  66s.  two  shillings;  68s.  one  shilling; 
and  when  seventy  shillings,  or  upwards,  the  duty 
to  cease.  This  would  be  preferable  to  a dispensing 
power,  vested  in  any  body  of  persons  whatever. 

7th,  That  the  duty  on  Glass  be  wholly  repealed, 
as  proposed  by  your  Lordship  some  time  ago,  and 
commuted  by  levying  a duty  on  the  importation  of 
Timber,  equivalent  to  the  amount,  partly  by  raising 
the  duty  on  Canadian  Timber,  and  lowering  it  on 
Baltic,  &c.,  still  giving  a considerable  preference, 
in  the  amount,  in  favour  of  the  Colonial,  as  was  in- 
tended by  the  Government.  I believe  that  20s. 
per  load,  of  duty,  was  then  proposed  for  the  latter, 
and  40s.  for  the  former,  being  a difference  of  100 
per  cent,  in  favour  of  the  Colonial. 

To  MAKE  GOOD  THE  DEFICIENCIES  THAT  WOULD 
ARISE  TO  THE  REVENUE,  FROM  THE  ADOPTION  OF 

these  measures,  there  will  be, — 

1st,  The  amount,  whatever  it  is,  that  his  Majes- 
ty’s Ministers  have  been  enabled  to  effect,  in  reduc- 
tion of  the  public  expenditure  since  the  last  session. 

2nd,  The  duties  payable  upon  the  importation 
of  Corn,  by  the  alteration  of  the  present  law. 
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3rd,  The  increase  in  the  other  portions  of  the 
revenue,  which  will  necessarily  arise  from  a partial 
or  total  repeal  of  the  Assessed  Taxes. 

4th,  The  extra  amount  of  Malt  Duty,  from  in- 
creased consumption,  at  the  ten  shilling  duty,  &c. ; 
and  I propose, — 

5th,  That,  as  all  parties  who  reside  in  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland  contribute  to  the  general  taxes 
imposed  by  the  State,  I would,  at  least  for  a time, 
taking  into  account  the  financial  state  of  the  king- 
dom, impose  a tax  of  one  shilling  per  head,  per  day, 
(< children  half  priced)  on  all  persons  visiting  the 
Continent  of  Europe , to  commence  from  the  date 
of  the  party  leaving  the  out-ports,*  w>hich  would  be 


* Absentees. — I am  not  able  to  give  anything  like  a correct  account 
of  the  number  of  Absentees  residing  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  taking 
an  average  of  summer  and  winter;  but  supposing  that  there  are  20,000,  of 
whom  three-fourths  are  grown  persons,  spending  £150  per  annum  each, 
and  one-fourth  young  persons,  spending  £100  per  annum  each,  the 
account  would  stand  thus : — 

15,000  Grown  persons,  each  spending  £150  per  annum  - £2,250,000 

5,000  Young  ditto  ditto  £100  ditto  - 500,000 


20,000  Hard  money  annually  pulled  away  - £2,750,000  ! 


If  30,000  persons,  and  in  the  proportions  as  above  - - £4,125,000!! 
If  40,000  ditto  ditto  ditto  - £5,500,000!!! 


ANNUAL  PRODUCE  OF  THE  TAX. 

Suppose  15,000  grown  persons,  at  Is.  per  day, — 365  days  each, 

or  £l 8 : 5s.  per  annum  - <£273,  750 

Suppose  5,000  young  persons,  at  6d.  per  day, — 365  days  each, 

or  £9  : 2s.  : 6d.  per  annum  - 45,625 


20,000  Annual  produce  - £319,375 


If  30,000  persons,  and  same  proportions  as  the  above  - - £479,062 

If  40,000  ditto  ditto  ditto  - £638,750 

N.  B. — Should  the  number  of  Absentees  be  diminished  voluntarily,  or 
by  the  operation  of  the  proposed  tax,  (were  it  passed  into  a law,)  the  re- 
venue at  home,  it  is  not  doubted,  would  be  increased  in  a still  greater 
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there  certified,  and  the  amount  to  be  payable  on 
return  to  a port  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Our 
consuls  at  the  various  ports  on  the  Continent,  would 
certify  as  to  those  persons  who  are  absent,  or  settled 
abroad  for  commercial  purposes,  and  also  in  favour 
of  artists  studying  abroad,  which  classes  would  be 
exempted  from  the  tax. 

On  making  this  proposition  to  a highly  respecta- 
ble member  of  parliament,  whom  I met  lately  on 
the  continent,  he  said, — “ What ! would  you  charge 
the  same  rate,  per  head,  on  a man  of  a few  hundreds 
per  annum,  as  you  would  do  on  one  of  some  thou- 
sands?’' I replied,  “ Certainly,  as  a distinction 
could  not  be  made,  even  were  inquisitorial  measures 
adopted  ; and  farther,  that  the  man  of  one  hundred 
a-year,  at  home,  paid  as  much  duty  on  his  bottle  of 
wine  or  pound  of  sugar,  as  the  man  of  twenty  thou- 
sand did.”  And  I further  submit, — 

6th,  That,  till  the  actual  deficiency  which,  not- 
withstanding the  above,  will  still  accrue  to  the  re- 
venue be  known ; — that  the  Government  be  allowed 
to  raise,  annually,  by  loan,  whatever  deficiency  may 
exist,  for  a year  or  two,  to  ascertain  what  the  real 
amount  or  deficiency  may  be  : besides,  there  is  still 
remaining  a tax  on  income,  arising  from  all  real 
property , including,  of  course,  the  funds.  It  can 
hardly  be  expected,  after  the  vote  of  last  session, 
however,  that  a property  tax  w ill  be  passed  so  soon 
after  it ; but  when  such  comes  to  be  the  case,  I will 

proportion  than  the  above.  Only  think  of  from  three  to  five  millions 
sterling  of  hard  money  being  pulled  away  from  the  country  annually  ! It 
is  all  the  same,  says  Dr.  M'Culloch  ! What  an  outcry  is  made  when  a 
much  less  sum  is  taken  away  for  Foreign  Corn  ! 
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not  object  to  pay  my  proportion,  in  lieu  of  the  other 
taxes  that  may  be  repealed. 

It  is  generally  expected,  from  the  justice  of  the 
case,  and  the  numerous  petitions  presented  on  the 
subject,  more  especially  now  that  the  West  India 
Slave  question  has  been  settled  by  the  legislature, 
that  the  extra  duty  of  eight  shillings  per  hundred 
weight,  charged  on  East  India  Sugar,  above  that 
on  West  India,  will  be  repealed.  If  this  is  not 
practicable  all  at  once,  it  may  be  reduced  by  two 
shillings  per  hundred  weight  each  year,  till  the  du- 
ties are  equalized.  The  same  observations  apply 
to  East  India  Coffee:  and  when  on  the  subject  of 
Coffee,  may  I hope  your  Lordship  means  to  recom- 
mend some  reduction  in  the  duty  on  that  article, 
the  produce  of  St.  Domingo  or  Hayti,  say  from 
Is.  8 d.  per  pound  to  9d.,  if  not  to  7 \d.,  as,  even  at 
these  rates,  there  would  be  a preference  in  favour 
of  the  Colonial  of  from  tiventy-five  to  fifty  per  cent. 
The  duty  charged  on  Coffee,  the  produce  of  that 
free  and  independent  island,  (pity  the  poor  black 
man !)  is,  as  I said  before,  no  less  than  Is.  8 d.  per 
pound  weight,  whilst  that  on  West  India  Colonial 
is  only  6d. ! and  this,  notwithstanding  that  Hayti 
takes,  annually,  so  large  an  amount  of  our  manufac- 
tures of  all  descriptions,  and  at  very , very  low  du- 
ties, and  notwithstanding  that  Coffee  is  almost  her 
sole  produce,  with  the  exception  of  some  little  ma- 
hogany, which,  I believe,  is  received  principally 
from  the  Spanish  end  of  the  island.  The  conse- 
quence of  all  this  is,  that  not  an  ounce  of  Haytian 
Coffee  comes  to  this  market,  and  British  shipping 
transport  a great  part  of  the  produce  to  Hamburgh, 
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the  Mediterranean,  and  other  European  ports. — 
Talk  indeed  of  the  commercial  liberality  of  Great 
Britain!  She,  in  that  respect,  is  the  most  illiberal 
nation  in  the  world!  and  has  yet  earned  but  little 
claim  to  greatness , or  to  be  deemed  magnani- 
mous, in  the  commercial  sense  of  the  word.  Here 
some  ignorant  or  blinded  anti  - ministerial  - tory 
enemy  of  fair  and  free  trade  and  reciprocity , will 
exclaim,  “and  this,  sir,  after  Mr.  Huskisson’s  mea- 
sures, as  to  the  introduction  of  French  Silks  and 
French  Wines?”  YES,  and  I say,  that  the  re- 
moval of  the  prohibition  against  the  introduction  of 
such  silks,  (a  necessary  consequence  of  the  great 
intercourse  between  the  two  countries  after  the 
peace,)  at  a duty,  was  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
into  the  Exchequer,  as  far  as  possible,  duties  that 
would  otherwise  have  been  paid  to  the  smuggler ; 
and  I say,  farther,  that  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
the  latter,  was  to  diminish,  in  part,  the  drugging, 
if  not  the  poisoning  of  the  generous  wines  of  France, 
and  which  could  not  be  got  from  any  other  quarter. 
— May  1 hope,  my  Lord,  that  the  very  high  duty 
of  22s.  fid.  per  imperial  gallon  on  brandy  may  be 
reduced  by  Government,  by  consent  of  Parliament, 
to  15s.  if  not  to  12s.  per  gallon,  without  detriment 
to  the  revenue.  In  Scotland,  in  the  general  run  of 
public  and  even  of  private  houses,  (I  mean  fami- 
lies of  a moderate  income,)  a drop  of  genuine 
brandy  is  rarely  to  be  met  with;  and  the  same  may 
be  said  to  apply  to  England,  from  the  great  temp- 
tation to  adulterate  and  “ rectify,”  but  in  a less 
degree  than  in  the  former,  owing  to  the  higher 
duties  on  other  spirits  in  the  latter  country.  In 
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Scotland  there  be  “ cunning  devils”  who  not  only 
mix  whiskey  with  rum,  but  get  the  credit  of  being 
able  to  “ rectify,”  that  is  “ conjure  ” pure  whiskey 
into  genuine  rum  ! And  if  such  takes  place  with 
these  spirits  (evil  ones!)  is  it  uncharitable  to  sup- 
pose, from  the  greater  difference  of  duty,  and  of 
course  temptation,  that  such  “ conjurors”  will  not 
try  their  ingenuity  and  “ useful  knowledge  ” in  the 
manufacture  of  genuine  brandy?  My  Lord,  Scotch- 
men have  long  been  considered,  and  allowed  to  be, 
a highly  moral  and  intellectual  people.  You  will 
allow,  I dare  say,  after  what  I have  stated,  that 
they  are  equally  spiritual!  t(  Mon  Dieu !”  as  a 
Frenchman  would  say,  “ what  a wonderful  people 
the  Scotch  are!”  In  the  “ spiritual”  qualification 
I cannot  allow  that  Englishmen  be  excluded,  what- 
ever may  be  done  as  to  the  “ moral  and  intellec- 
tual” 

As  to  the  duties  on  <c  Soap ” and  on  Hops”  I 
will  not  bore  your  Lordship  too  much  respecting 
them,  although  it  is  really  desirable  and  1 have 
good  u hopes”  that  they  will  be  immediately  re- 
pealed and  commuted  in  some  way  or  other.  A 
willing  horse  should  not  be  hurried  too  much; — 
your  Lordship,  I am  sure  will  pardon  me,  as  I 
make  the  remark  with  all  possible  respect.— 

And  as  to  Education  (cheer  up,  Sawney  !)  and 
the  taxes  on  the  diffusion  of  useful  and  useless  know- 
ledge, I make  no  doubt  your  Lordship  and  your  Ho- 
norable Colleagues  w ill  do  what  is  practicable,  just, 
and  proper,  in  so  far  as  the  means  at  your  disposal 
will  allow ; but  it  will  be  well  for  the  people  at  large, 
especially  the  poorer  part  of  them,  that  endeavours 
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be  made  to  cram,  or  at  all  events  to  Jill  their  bel- 
lies, in  preference  to  cramming  their  heads  with 
too  much  “ laming . ” Education  is  desirable, 
certainly,  but  it  is  not  “ the  only  one  thing  need- 
ful allow  me  to  say,  that,  in  the  plan  of  Church 
Reform,  about  to  be  brought  forward,  it  occurs  to 
me  that  it  would  be  desirable,  that  a school  was 
made  a sine  qua  non , in  every  case  where  there 
was  a ehurch  or  chapel , with  a moderate  minimum 
salary  to  be  fixed  for  the  schoolmaster  or  school- 
mistress, paying  for  the  same  out  of  the  tithes  or 
church  funds  of  the  parish,  leaving  the  other  part  of 
what  will  be  necessarily  requisite  to  be  paid  by  the 
parents  of  the  children,  or  if  poor  persons  out  of 
the  parish  rate.  The  same  law  might,  with  ad- 
vantage, be  extended  to  all  dissenters ; that  is,  to 
their  churches  or  chapels,  leaving  the  “ church,”  (I 
mean  the  voluntaries,)  to  provide  for  such  schools 
out  of  what  funds  they  have  had,  or  may  have,  be- 
queathed to  them,  by  dissenters  of  their  own  sect  or 
party,  or  out  of  funds  already  in  existence.  Do  this 
and  there  will  be  a new  subject  for  a toast,  namely, 
“ Church  and  School ,”  leaving  such  as  still  have 
a mind  to  give  and  drink  “ Church  and  King,”  and 
****  the  Ministry,  with  nine  times  ninety-nine,  and 
all  the  honours;  and  I see  no  harm  in  the  toast,  if 
the  latter  part  of  the  sentiment  be  omitted,  or  whe- 
ther it  be  omitted  or  not.  Were  something  of  this 
kind  adopted,  1 make  no  doubt  it  would  in  many 
cases  prevent  schism,  even  amongst  dissenters 
which  sometimes  does  occur,  and  it  might  also  hin- 
der, in  some  degree,  the  splitting  of  small  discon- 
tented parties,  who,  in  consequence  of  the  split, 
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must,  forsooth,  have  a u Church.”  I mean  a separate 
one,  (often  an  old  barn,  hay-loft,  or  dancing-room,) 
Elders,  and  Committee-men  or  Managers,  leading, 

I have  no  doubt,  occasionally,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  a new  sect  and  “ Church,”  to  the  worship 
of  th  ou  creature  more  than  the  Creator,”  and  fol- 
lowed not  unlikely,  at  times,  by  cant  and  quackery. 

It  is  said,  and  the  returns  shew,  that  the  people 
“ increase  and  multiply,”  be  it  so — put  flesh  on 
their  bones  and  sinews,  and  it  is  not  improbable 
that  they  will  then  do  so,  in  a less  degree;  “a  lean 
cow  has  most  calves;”  but  not  to  enlarge  on  the 
four-legged  race,  perhaps  the  same  remark  will 
apply  to  the  bipeds  ; let  the  check,  if  a check  is  to 
be  applied,  be,  by  the  process  of  fattening , and 
rendering  comfortable,  rather  than  by  that  of  half 
starving ; which  latter  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  very  efficient  hitherto;  par  exemple,  look  to 
Ireland!  I trust,  that  the  general  misery  of  the 
people  will  never  be  such  as  to  check  the  produc- 
tion of  our  species,  or  set  at  nought  the  injunction 
of  “ be  fruitful  and  multiply  and  replenish  the 
earth,”  the  authority  for  which  is  much  too  high 
and  sacred  to  be  quoted  on  this  occasion.  Add,  to 
the  physical , (the  true  check  on  population,)  and  to 
a certainty,  you  will  add  to  the  moral  condition  of 
the  people.  This  is  the  way  the  horse  and  cart 
should  go;  reverse  them,  or  attempt  it,  and  the  ob- 
ject sought  never  will  be  obtained.  This  is  true 
philosophy,  and  moral  to  boot,  and  the  only  proper 
and  legitimate  check  on  the  increase  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  a state. 

My  Lord,  if  such  measures,  or  similar,  including 
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a poor  law  for  Ireland,  and  which  in  the  mean 
time  might  be  restricted  in  its  maximum,  were 
carried  into  effect,  I make  no  doubt  that  they 
would  be  found  beneficial  to  the  Agricultural  In- 
terest, and  to  the  whole  body  of  the  people.  The 
Shipping  Interest  especially,  should  advocate  such 
measures,  (particularly  the  alteration  of  the  Corn 
Laws,)  they  being  for  their  advantage,  and  the 
general  well  being  of  the  community,  and  cease 
their  senseless  and  Tory  outcry,  about  Mr.  Huskis- 
son’s  measures  (as  they  are  called),  but  for  which 
measures  that,  “ interest”  wrould  to  a certainty  have 
suffered  still  more  severely.  I am  far  from  denying 
that  the  Shipping  Interest  has  not  suffered,  and  is 
still  suffering;  the  “ interest”  know  best,  but  this  I 
know  well,  that  the  Ship  Owners  have  cried  out 
wolf  l wolf  l so  long,  that  few  believe  them  to  the 
extent,  perhaps,  that  they  should  be  believed.  It 
was  in  reason  that  the  shipping  “ interest”  should 
suffer  like  all  other  “ interests”  and  that  severely, 
from  the  change  in  the  currency ; and  to  that  in- 
terest belonged,  in  a very  particular  manner,  (and 
perhaps  only  to  it),  the  suffering  occasioned  by  a 
change  from  a “ state  of  war  to  a state  of  peace.” 
I need  not  be  more  explicit,  for  I will  not  under- 
take to  enlighten  those  (and  there  are  many  in  the 
world)  that  have  no  heads,  and  as  for  those  that 
have  bawled  throughout  several  administrations 
against  Mr.  Huskisson,  alone,  while  he  was  alive, 
and  have  not  ceased  their  vituperation  while  dead, 
it  is  enough  to  recommend  that  they  read,  or  at  all 
events,  that  they  think,  and  not  perpetually  be  at- 
tributing as  a cause,  the  effect,  occasioned  by  other 
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matters,  which  some  of  them  cannot,  or  will  not 
comprehend.  May  all  such  have  consolation  ad- 
ministered to  them,  and  may  they  (the  shipowners) 
speedily  be  changed  from  a state  of  turbulence  and 
<c  war”  to  a state  of  quietness,  u peace,”  and  pros- 
perity. 

I am  glad  to  perceive  that  public  opinion  is  be- 
coming general,  as  to  the  necessity , propriety , and 
humanity  of  a Poor-rate  for  Ireland,  and  allow  me 
to  say  that  the  sentiments  of  such  gentlemen  as 
Mr.  Cobbett  and  Mr.  Scrope  (and  I doubt  not  those 
of  your  Lordship)  on  the  subject,  will  have  much 
more  weight  with  the  public,  than  the  opinions  of 
the  disciples  of  Malthus,  of  Chalmers,  or  of  the 
Scotch  school — Quack  politicians,  who  cry  down 
poor-rates,  and  cry  up  the  superiority  (humbug)  of 
the  Scotch  system  of  batfking,  and  who  would  al- 
most persuade  honest  Englishmen  to  believe  that 
their  noses  were  made  of  cheese! 

I have  just  returned  to  this  country  (old  Eng- 
land), after  a pleasure  tour  of  eight  months  during 
which  I visited  Belgium,  a considerable  part  of 
Germany,  Wirtemburg,  and  Bavaria ; also  Austria,, 
Hungary,  Styria,  nearly  all  Italy,  and  a considera- 
ble part  of  France,  and  I beg  to  state  that  in  my 
opinion,  not  one  of  these  countries,  taking  any  one 
of  them  as  a whole,  can  compare  to  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  in  fertility,  and  produce  of  the  soil  as 
respects  corn  and  cattle , and  of  course  wool ; fur- 
ther, that  in  this  country,  and  1 will  not  exclude 
my  native  north,  a man  can  enjoy  himself,  or  work 
out  of  doors  more  days  in  the  year  than  can  be 
done  in  any  one  of  them.  What  a beautiful  coun- 
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try  is  the  United  Kingdom,  hill  and  dale,  moun- 
tains high  enough  for  beauty,  if  not  sublimity,  fine 
trees,  chrystal  streams,  lakes,  canals,  navigable  ri- 
vers, bays  and  firths,  and  as  fine  a race  of  men  as 
the  world  ever  produced,  and  as  to  the  fair  sex  they 
are  universally  allowed  by  foreigners  (even  of  their 
own  sex)  to  be  the  finest  in  the  world : — 

Their  groves  o’  sweet  myrtle  let  foreign  lands  reckon. 

Where  bright-beaming  summers  exalt  the  perfume ; 

Far  dearer  to  me  yon  lone  glen  of  green  breckan, 

Wi’  the  burn  stealing  under  the  lang  yellow  broom, 
***** 

Tho’  rich  is  the  breeze  in  their  gay  sunny  valleys, 

And  cauld,  Caledonia’s  blast  on  the  wave; 

Their  sweet  scented  woodlands  that  skirt  the  proud  palace  ; 
What  are  they  ? The  haunt  of  the  tyrant  and  slave ! 

Let  Bourbon  exult  in  his  gay  gilded  lilies, 

And  England  triumphant  display  her  proud  rose  ; 

A fairer  than  either  adorns  the  green  valleys 
Where  Devon,  sweet  Devon,  meandering  flows. 

Burns. 

In  conclusion,  my  Lord,  I trust  that  “ you  and 
those  that  sit  in  Council  with  you”  will  be  enabled 
to  devise  such  measures,  by  a just  diminution  and 
alteration  in  the  mode  of  taxation  as  will  induce 
many  absentees  living  abroad  to  return.  It  is  well 
occasionally  to  visit  foreign  countries  ; all  who  have 
the  opportunity  should  do  so,  as  it  tends  to  remove 
pride  and  prejudices;  but,  after  all,  the  “ United 
Kingdom,”  is  the  country  to  live  in  permanently, 
for  such  as  can  afford  it;  and  in  the  hope  that  your 
Lordship,  your  Colleagues,  and  Parliament,  will  be 
able  to  devise  measures,  just  to  the  community  at 
large,  and  such  as  will  render  to  the  whole  body  of 
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the  people,  but  particularly  to  the  working  man  and 
his  family,  a portion  of  the  good  things  of  this  life, 
and  (hat,  in  consequence,  we  may  soon  become  a 
comfortable,  a happy,  and,  therefore , a contented 
and  united  people,  is  the  sincere  wish  of  the  indivi- 
dual who  has  the  honour  to  subscribe  himself, 

Your  Lordship’s  most  obedient, 

And  very  humble  servant, 

DAVID  BELL, 

Cockspur  Street,  Of  Glasgow. 

London , 10 th  Feb.  1834. 

POSTSCRIPT  TO  THE  SECOND  EDITION. 

London , 20 th  February , 1834. 

It  is  truly  gratifying  to  learn  from  Lord  Althorp’s  state- 
ment, made  to  Parliament  on  the  14th  inst.  that  there  will 
be,  this  year,  of  surplus  revenue  and  saving  in  the  public 
expenditure,  no  less  than  nearly  2,000,000/.,  and  that  the 
duty  on  Tea  is  calculated,  by  the  throwing  open  of  the 
trade,  to  yield  600,000/.  more;  but  from  this  must  be  de- 
ducted 800,000/  per  annum,  as  interest  on  the  grant  of 
20,000,000/.  to  be  made  to  the  West  India  Proprietors. 
Lord  Althorp  has,  in  consequence,  very  properly  pro- 
posed, that  the  whole  of  the  House  Duty,  nearly  1,200,000/. 
per  annum,  should  be  repealed.  Good.  The  tax  was 
truly  obnoxious,  from  the  Land’s  End  to  Johnny  Groat’s 
House,  from  its  inequality,  partiality,  and  favouritism, 
and  from  the  compounding  system  introduced  by  the  old 
tory  government,  arising  from  necessity,  perhaps,  or  some 
worse  reason.  Upon  the  whole,  and  looking  to  the  justice 
of  the  case,  and  the  feeling  of  Parliament  generally,  the 
Malt  Tax  must  go  this  session,  in  whole  or  in  part;  and 
if  the  landholders  know  what  is  for  their  real  interest,  the 
reduction  or  repeal  will  be  accompanied  by  a liberal  al- 
teration of  the  Corn  Laws.  All  circumstances  considered, 
it  may  be  assumed  that,  what  is  contained  in  this  little 
pamphlet  will  form  part  of  the  budget,  before  the  end  of 
the  present  session  of  Parliament.  What  egotism!  In- 
telligent reader,  peruse,  with  attention,  the  debate  and 
division  on  Lord  Chandos’s  motion,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, last  night,  the  21  st  instant.  D.  B. 


Davidson,  Printer,  Serle’s  Place,  Carey  Street,  London. 


